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ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY WORKING GROUP MEETING
SUNDAY 7th JULY 2024, 10am – 12pm
THE COURTHOUSE

Present: Alden Lee (co-chair), Akshayan Jeyaseedan (co-chair), Dexter, Vinci Chan, Kanishraj Kamalanathan (via MICROSOFT TEAMS meeting)

Katherine Geddes (Asst Town Clerk, Warwick Town Council)

Apologies: Kanishraj Kamalanathan, Kavishraj Kamalanathan, Edward Thorp

NOTES 
1. Welcome - The Chair(s) welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending.
2. Apologies - were noted from Kanishraj Kamalanathan, Kavishraj Kamalanathan, Edward Thorp – these were accepted.
3. Suggestions – The committee decided to brainstorm ideas for the upcoming year
a. Alden suggested that the committee should kickstart a tree planting campaign.
b. Katherine noted that the council owns multiple pieces of land that may be used for creating a herb garden, as proposed by Stephen
c. Alden suggested the naming of trees by donors. All donations will go to local charities
d. Vinci suggested campaigns to promote public transport usage and raised concerns about the punctuality of the emergency timetable on route X18
e. 
4. Tree planting – The committee agreed that trees should be planted in St. Nicholas Park. The chairs will contact St. Nicholas Park (and other parks) for further actions.
a. The committee agreed that funding for tree planting should come from schools, e.g. non-uniform day
b. The expected price of each tree is £7, the committee proposed that we sell each tree for £10. This will cover the cost of transportation fees and all surplus will go to a nominated charity (e.g. warwickshire wildlife trust) 
c. Katherine suggested a new park between Warwick and Leamington Spa: Elizabeth Park, as well as jubilee woods should also be considered as a potential candidate for tree planting.
d. Katherine suggested imposing a limit on the number of trees planted
e. List of parks: 
i. Cordelia Green
ii. Othello Park
iii. Hickmans Green
iv. St Mary’s Lands (Warwick Racecourse)
v. The Marrish,
vi. Canalside (Woodloes Park)
vii. Harbury Lane Recreation Ground
viii. Priory Park
ix. St Nicholas Park
5. Herb Garden – Land owned by the town council can be potentially be converted to herb gardens for planting herbs.
6. Concerns regarding the punctuality of the emergency timetable imposed by Stagecoach Midlands on route X18 – Vinci Chan observed that buses on the route are frequently delayed, leading to bunching of buses and overcrowding on some services
a. The chair of the working group will write an email on behalf of the committee to request an explanation from Stagecoach Midlands for the delay. He will also enquire if there are any plans to improve the reliability of this crucial route linking Stratford, Warwick, Leamington Spa and Coventry
b. The group also noted the poor quality of interiors on local routes (1, 15) with rubbish being a frequent issue on a lot of buses. The group agreed that a lack of real time information, poor connectivity between routes and worn out buses are main reasons that young people are being put off from using buses.
c. The committee agreed that the council should campaign for the Warwickshire County Council to collaborate with Stagecoach Midlands to explore the possibility of adding new bus routes
d. Vinci Chan suggested the council to create a freedom of information (FOI) request to Stagecoach of passenger numbers of various local routes. Alden agreed. 
e. The email for contacting Stagecoach Midlands is midlands.enquiries@stagecoachbus.com 
Meeting closed at 11:54 am.


Signed _____________Vinci Chan________
Dated ______7/7/2024_________
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